
William Frank Co. 
Chicago 

1892-1899 William Phillip Frank (1876-1932) is in Williamsport, 
PA and working for the Henry Distin Co (DAMD). 

1899 “William Frank, an employee of the Henry Distin 
Manufacturing Co., Williamsport, has accepted a position 
with one of the largest band instrument factories in 
Toronto, Canada.” (Music Trade Review, August) 

1901 William is living in Toronto with wife Pearl and brother 
Jesse Good Frank (1886-1977) (census). 

1909 The William Frank company was started this year, 
according to ads in the 1930s, so perhaps he was doing this 
part time while still with Holton. [A 1926 Music Trade 
Review article says manufacturing for 15 years = 1911.] 

1910 William Frank is VP of the Frank Holton & Co w/home at 
#2638 Gladys; musical instrument superintendent. Jesse 
Frank is a foreman in an instrument factory (census). 

1911 William Frank Co., #542 S. Dearborn, h. #122 E. 56th 

1915 The National Band Instrument Co. was incorporated this 
week with $50,000 capital (MTR, July 10th). “The National 
Band Instrument Co., #227 West Austin Ave, Chicago, has 
changed its name to the William Frank Co.” (MTR, Dec.) 

1918 Jesse is working for the William Frank Co. located at #227 
West Austin Ave. in Chicago (draft). 

1919 William Frank Co., #227 W. Austin Ave, purchased land at 
the corner of Clybourne & Lewis streets to build a one-
story factory (MTR, March). The Army Quartermaster 
Corps recently ordered “G Trumpets” for Army bands from 
William Frank Co (MTR). 

1923 William Frank Co., #2033 Clybourne Ave., Chicago, 
William Frank pres, Arthur Davis sec, Jesse Frank tres, 
musical instruments (dir). They had a large growth of 
business during the year (MTR, January 1924). 

1926 “The Charles W. Noll Co. has been organized to take over 
the eastern representation as a branch factory for the 
William Frank Co. Charles Noll, formerly head of the 
Imperial Band Instrument Co., Williamsport, PA, is 
president of the new company.” (MTR, Sept. 13) 

1926 Frank opens a retail store at the factory, #2035 Clybourne 
(MTR, December). 



1927 A Bach shop card lists an Aida trumpet bell by Wm. Frank. 

1930 William and Jesse are listed as band instrument makers. 
William’s son Wilbur Melvin Frank (1907-2002) is a 
musical instrument machinist (census). 

1930 The William Frank Co., #2029-2033 Clybourne, has a 
40,000 square foot factory. Their new catalog shows the 
Classic, Excelsior, and Student models of brass band 
instruments as well as Excelsior saxophones and clarinets. 
They announce a new Excelsior Fluegel horn in January 
and a French horn of Frank’s design in November (MTR). 

1931 A new baby Sousaphone in Eb or Bb is now available with 
a 22” bell (MTR, January). 

1932 William Frank dies (death cert.). 

1934 Start of “American Prep” line of student instruments (The 
New Langwill Index). 

1940 Jesse is listed as an executive of a band instrument factory. 
Wilbur Frank is vice-president of the company (census). 

1942 William Frank Co., #2033 Clybourne Ave (Draft). 

1943 A 12,694 sf factory is built at 228 James St in Barrington 
(tax records). 

1945 Barrington plant opens (source?). 

1948 William Frank Co buys “unsubdivided” land in Barrington 
from Harvey Weiss for $10 (Lake Co records). 

1950 Jesse is the owner of & Wilbur is an executive for a musical 
instrument factory (census). 

1956 The factory property is sold to Walter Bieschke for 
$80,000 (or $8,000 in grantee index) and recorded on 
2/29 (Lake Co records). Equipment is sold to Schilke. 

1958 American Gaylord cornet & trumpet advertised match the 
Frank American Prep models (see last page). 

1959 The William Frank Co is dissolved on 9/8 (Lake Co 
records). 

Photos are from Horn-u-copia.net unless otherwise marked. 

Photo 4 is New Era model trumpet #3345 (auction photo) 

Photo 5 & below – National Long Model Cornet 

Photo 6 – National model Trumpet 

1919 Bugle ad photo 7 

 



National Cornet #10046, below & top right 

 

New Era Cornet #4263 

 

Artist model Cornet #11692 

 

Biltmore Trumpet #111334 made in Barrington 

 

 

 

 



1951 Offerings 

 

Classic model Trumpet #15150 made in Barrington 

below and top right (author’s photos). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



William Frank locations: 

542 South Dearborn, Chicago: The first William Frank 
business address was in this office tower built in 1891 (photo 1 at 
right). He had moved out by 1915. 

227 West Austin Ave, Chicago: By 1915, Frank was on West 
Austin Ave (later changed to West Hubbard). The Sanborn map 
below shows this industrial building at the southeast corner with 
North Franklin. This building was replaced in 1925 by the current 
one (photo 2). In 1919 his address was 229-231; the left half. 

 

2033 North Clybourn Ave: Frank purchased this property in 
1919 and built a one-story factory as shown in this Sanborn map 
at right from 1935. This was located at the corner of Lewis St 
(now Magnolia). Today this site is a shopping center (below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



228 James St, Barrington, Illinois: The Frank Co moved 
here in the 1940s and remained here until they closed. 

1950 Sanborn map – a one-story block building 22’ x 85’ 

 

In 2023 it is #234 and a two-story addition is on the left. 

 

 

“The Classic” trumpet #7901 c.1927 at right (author’s photos). 

 



American Gaylord Band Instruments: 

An interesting possible addition to the William Frank 
history is this 1958 ad below for American Gaylord 
instruments sold through the Barth-Feinberg Company in 
New York. They use the exact same images used in the 
1951 Frank advertising at the right. 

 

American Gaylord instruments found have been stencils of 
the American Triumph model by Harry Pedler & Sons 
from the early 1950s. Did this company buy the Frank 
business or at least the remaining stock in 1956? One 
former Schilke employee did confirm that they purchased 
the equipment of Frank when they closed. 

 

Despite many references found to William being a horn 
player for the CSO, that person was actually Wilhelm 
Frank (1869-1936), born in Germany, who came to the US 
in 1901 (census records). 

 

 


